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RE:SEARCH

A CONVERSATION BETWEEN SCIENCE AND ART

part of Glasgow Science Festival 2018

in association with
The University of Glasgow and Wasps Studios 

Exhibition open
6th June – 6th July: Mon – Fri, 10 to 5

at two Wasps Studios venues:

The Briggait, 141 Bridgegate, Glasgow G1 5HZ
South Block, 60-64 Osborne Street, Glasgow G1 5QH

for events & additional opportunities to view: visit

www.glasgowsciencefestival.org.uk



The artists are very grateful for the participation, 

conversation and wholehearted support of 

Professor Aidan Robson 

and

Professor Paul Soler, 

(CERN and the University of Glasgow)

and of 

Dr Jessica Argo

(Glasgow School of Art)



Jonathan Meuli trained at the Ruskin School of Art 

and has worked in Glasgow since 1998.

“What is paint for? There is no point using it to make 

representational depictions of what is happening at the other end 

of a deep-space telescope or an electron microscope. But 

because it is expressive and deeply personal, paint remains very 

potent.

All humans move: and understand movement better than 

computers. For me there is a real purpose in artistic media which 

are themselves traces of physical movement. Expressive painting is 

a metaphor of movement, energy, time and direction: form out of 

chaos, rhythm and pulse, gravity and friction, history – looking 

deep into the painting takes you back in time – metaphors for 

different types of energy, different types of force, at micro or macro 

scales.”

www.jonathanmeuli.com
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Jonathan Wade trained at Bath College

and the Royal College of Art.

“As a maker of ceramic objects, my practice intends to balance 

control and expression through the manipulation of materials. 

Combined with these intentions are ideas of permanence, 

transience, coincidence and intervention. The interaction of 

natural and created is significant.

I deal every day with the stuff of the earth – rocks, minerals, the 

actions of water and application of heat. It informs and fuels my 

interest in geology and the cyclical and transformative nature of all 

matter.

A starting point for this group of work was a return to the coverage 

of the European Space Agency's voyage to the Comet 67P / 

Churyumov-Gerasimenko. The extremely detailed images, 

descriptions and analysis of the comet's complex physical qualities 

have strongly informed my material investigations.”

www.jwadeceramics.co.uk
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John Robertson trained at Gray’s school of Art in Aberdeen.

He works as a play therapist and artist.

For this show, he will be making new works in acrylic on canvas to 

accompany existing paintings. The experimental/scientific process 

highlights the contradictions involved in any effort to reflect nature 

in a single image or event. In these new works, Robertson will 

explore the relationship between the single and grouped image.

For physicist, painter or poet, any effort to tease out the 'World's 

Knot' brings us face to face with endless paradoxes – simplicity and 

complexity, unity and separation, flow and structure, chaos and 

order, self and other.  To what exactly are we referring, when we 

discuss the present moment?  What analogy, what metaphor, what 

image do we reach for in our efforts to get as close as possible to 

the fabric of reality?  

In the making of individual and serial images, Robertson is playing 

with these conflicts, between the single event, and the continuous 

experience of a contingent being in a flux of historic contingencies.

ajrplaytherapy@gmail.com
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RE:SEARCH events programme

ALL EVENTS ARE FREE and places can be booked online at 

http://www.glasgowsciencefestival.org.uk/

Weds 6th June, Briggait galleries

6pm – 8pm

Science Festival Launch/ exhibition opening

Fri 8th June, South Block

6pm

SEARCH for truth and beauty: “What's the matter with antimatter”: a

For more details contact – Gemma Mannion: 

or Dan Schirn: 

The launch of the Glasgow Science Festival and a preview of 

RE:SEARCH, the exhibition.

Launch/opening open to all: groups of 10 for tours of the 

exhibition.

 short 

talk by Professor Paul Soler, followed by Q&A

Paul Soler is fascinated by the way that artists think and see 

connections that lay people do not see. He will be discussing the 

art-work on show, and relating it to the thought processes behind 

his own research.

The experiment which he helped design at CERN explores 

differences between matter and antimatter, to understand how 

the universe filled with matter rather than antimatter after the Big 

Bang.

gemma@waspsstudios.org.uk

dan@waspsstudios.org.uk

http://gemma@waspsstudios.org.uk
http://dan@waspsstudios.org.uk


“It is interesting that the two heaviest quarks, sometimes known 

as top and bottom, are also know as truth and beauty. The 

experiment I work in is the LHCb (LHC Beauty) experiment since 

we predominantly work with the beauty quarks. So, science also 

makes a link between truth and beauty.”

 short talk by Professor Aidan Robson, followed 

by Q&A

The talk will range from Feynman diagrams as 'cartoons' to the 

way in which particle physics models underlying reality, taking in 

contemporary art and music.

Aidan Robson works at the high energy frontier. He is one of the 

team on the ATLAS experiment at CERN, searching for the Higgs 

boson, imaging and imagining a new physics. He is also Outreach 

Champion for the School of Physics and Astronomy at the 

University of Glasgow, among other things, running the Glasgow 

Particle Physics Masterclass, which has been experienced by more 

than 1000 pupils since 2009.

He has a keen interest in contemporary art and music, and in the 

parallels and differences between creation in science and in art.

A conversation between art-maker and scientist: they will discuss 

the relationships and similarities between art and science: from 

the scientific method to metaphors and myths of creation, via 

wave theory, human intervention in alien worlds, and deep 

texture.

The discussion will be followed by optional tour of Briggait and 

South Block exhibitions.

Sat 9th June, South Block

2pm

SEARCH for underlying reality: “Visualisation: how particle physics 

represents the world”: a

Sun 10th June, Briggait 

2pm

Artist and scientist discussion: Professor Aidan Robson, Jonathan Meuli, 

John Robertson, chaired by Dr Jessica Argo.



Mon 11th June: Briggait

6pm

SEARCH: the pattern in the weave:  “Aesthetics and symmetry in particle 

physics”: a

Sat 16th June, South Block

2pm

Artists on art:

Sun 17th June, South Block

2pm – 4pm

Play Workshop

 short talk by Professor Aidan Robson, followed by Q&A

Join Professor Aidan Robson to consider what constitutes a 

'beautiful' theory in his work.

Followed by optional tour of South Block and Briggait exhibitions. 

  a discussion chaired by Dr Jessica Argo.

All three artists talk about the new work which they made for this 

exhibition, and reflect on how the dialogue with science has 

affected their thinking.

An experiential play workshop suitable for all ages.  Artist John 

Robertson will lead the participants through the playful process of 

mark and image making.  Everyone will have the chance to make 

their own images and play together to make some collaborative 

art-works. “Be warned, at its best play can be a messy business, 

maybe don't wear your Sunday best?!"


